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PLAYING 
  THE GAME

Pai Gow Poker combines elements of the ancient Chinese game of 
Pai Gow and the American game of poker. The game is played with a 
traditional deck of 52 playing cards, plus one Joker. 

The Joker can be used only as an Ace, or to complete a Straight, a 
Flush, a Straight Flush or a Royal Flush.

Each player at the table is dealt seven cards, which the Player arranges 
to make two hands: a two-card hand and five-card hand. Pai Gow 
Poker is essentially two separate poker hands according to traditional 
poker rankings. Thus, the highest two-card hand would be two Aces, 
and the highest five-card hand is five Aces (four Aces and the Joker).

The five-card hand must be equal to or higher than the two-card hand.

To win, your two-card hand must rank higher than the Dealer ’s or your 
opponent’s two-card hand, and your five-card hand must rank higher 
than the Dealer ’s or your opponent’s five-card hand. If the Player ’s hand 
wins, he will be paid the same amount wagered less a 5% vigorish or 
commission charge. The Dealer will collect the commission when the 
winning wager is paid. Should one hand rank exactly the same as your 
opponent’s hand, this is a tie. Ties are also called copy hands, and the 
banker wins all copy hands.

If you win one hand but lose the other, this is considered a “push.” In 
“push” hands, no money is won or lost. The Dealer or any Player may 
serve as the Banker. Before a player may be permitted to bank a round 
of play, the dealer shall determine that:

1. The Player placed a wager against the dealer during the last round 
of play in which there was no player banking the game; and...

2. The Player has sufficient gaming chips on the table to cover all of the 
wagers placed by other players at the table for that round of play.

All Players bet against the bank. The bank is offered to each player 
in turn, and each player may accept or pass. The Dealer will always 
take the bank in turn. The banker will be identified by a plastic “Banker” 
marker button.

FORTUNE BONUS 
There is an optional side wager on Pai Gow Poker called Fortune Bonus. 
This wager is based on the content of the Player ’s seven cards as a 
whole, regardless of how they are set into their two hands. If any of the 
Fortune Bonus poker hands appear within the Player ’s seven cards, the 
wager will win and is paid according to the Fortune Bonus paytable.

The delivery of the cards is determined by either a random number 
generator or three dice, in a covered metal “shaker” shaken by the 
Dealer or Player Banker. The number generated will determine what 
position receives the first set of cards. The Banker ’s position is always 1, 
8 or 15. 

Must be at least 21 years old to play Slots and Table Games. Must be 18 or 
older to play Bingo, Live Poker or to receive Unity benefits. Persons who have 
been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have 
opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you 
know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.


